
West Pittston Borough Council Meeting             July 2, 2019                         6:30 p.m. 

 

1st ORDER – CALL TO ORDER 

The Meeting was called to order by President Quinn at the West Pittston Borough Building 555 Exeter 
Ave. West Pittston, PA.  

2nd ORDER – ROLL CALL :  Mayor Blaskiewicz, Mr. Alfano, Mr. Bohn,  Mr. Butera, Mr. Hood, Mr. Hosier, 
Mr. Judge, President Quinn, Atty. Bufalino, Borough Manager Mr. Bonito, Borough Secretary Ms. Kijek 

3rd ORDER – EXECUTIVE SESSION  

President Quinn announced that an Executive Session was held on June 18, 2019 to discuss personnel 
issues. 

4th ORDER – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

President Quinn called for public participation none was given. 

5th ORDER – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2019  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, accepted and approved the minutes as prepared. 

6th ORDER – REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

On motion of Mr. Alfano, seconded by Mr. Hosier and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, accepted the reports of officers as prepared and place them on file.  

7th ORDER – CORRESPONDENCE 

Secretary Ms. Kijek read the following correspondences: 

A. WVSA monthly report. 

B. Don’s Machine Shop – Request for no parking on Elm Street between Netter and Ash Streets.  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, correspondence was accepted as read and placed on file.  

8th ORDER – SOLICITOR 

The following item is ready tonight for Councils consideration.   

A. Resolution adopting an Emergency Operations Plan and Notifications and Resources Manual.   
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9th ORDER – MAYOR 

Mayor Blaskiewicz thanked Mr. Hood and the Volunteer Fire Department for the great job they did and 
the time they put in concerning an issue on Delaware Ave. which involved PPL to be there. Now the 
Police Chief and DPW supervisor are working on getting a sign placed so there will be no heavy trucks 
going down this street anymore.                          

10th ORDER – ADMINISTRATION 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, ratified payrolls of June 7, 2019 in the amount of $ 28,628.82 and June 21, 2019 in the amount 
of $ 24,553.01 totaling $ 53,181.83. 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approved the General Fund prepaid bills totaling $ 116,235.46. 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approved General Fund bills totaling $ 7,708.66. 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approved Parks & Recreation prepaid bills totaling $ 940.10. 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, to ratify receipted invoices from AFG Pension for the 2nd  Quarter 2019 Administrative Service 
Fee for the Nonuniform and Police Pension Plans.   

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, to approve Ashburn Advisors, LLC final invoice #5852 as prepared in the amount of $6,650.00 
for the DPW LSA Grant Project.  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr. Alfano, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, to approve Certification Request for Payment to Luzerne County OCD for Brozena Consulting 
Services, LLC Invoice #1 in the amount of $9,250.00 for the Levee Feasibility Study.  

11th ORDER – PUBLIC SAFETY 

On motion of Mr. Butera, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, to adopt a resolution as prepared adopting an Emergency Operations Plan and Notifications 
and Resource Manual. Mr. Hosier added that after all County and State officials have signed the plan 
and manual, the borough will receive a copy for the borough office.  
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12th ORDER – PUBLIC WORKS 

Mr. Alfano reported on the following, the Public Works monthly report has been filed in borough office, 
the new DPW truck has been received and is in service and one of the DPW workers is leaving July 19 
and he would like to interview the person who sent in application as soon as possible. President Quinn 
agreed that an interview should be set up for next week.  

13th ORDER – PARKS & REC 

President Quinn announced the July 4th Fun Run will be held at Wyoming Area Stadium registration is at 
8 a.m. and run starts at 9 a.m. This year’s run will be in honor of Ellen Riddle the former Borough 
Secretary that has recently retired.  

14th ORDER - OLD BUSINESS 

Mr. Judge reported that three properties at the end of Maple Street owned by UGI, PPL and the Luzerne 
County Redevelopment Authority were cleaned up recently with the assistance of Mayor Blaskiewicz 
reaching out to someone he knew at UGI to set up a cleanup. Also, the field across the street from these 
properties is not contaminated and hopefully down the road it can become a tax source for the 
borough. Also we need to reach out to the Luzerne County Redevelopment and PP&L to clean up near 
railroad tracks and around bridge.  

President Quinn reported that there was a very successful meeting at the Wyoming Area High School on 
June 12 for the Feasibility Study for the West Pittston Borough Non-Federal Flood Damage Reduction 
Project and there has been a lot of extremely positive feedback in regards to this study.  

Jim Brozena spoke about the presentation he gave along with Borton Lawson and Reilly Associates at 
the June 12 meeting on the Feasibility Study. He added it was attended by about 130 people and you 
can watch the presentation on the project webpage. If anyone wants to comment on this project or has 
a question they can pick up one of the cards in borough office which has the project web page and the 
contact email address on it.  

 Charles Vito - expressed concerns about spending all this money on a feasibility study for flood damage 
reduction in West Pittston and why is another one necessary when the Army Corp of Engineers did a 
study like this years ago. President Quinn responded that the money is coming from a grant and will not 
cost the borough anything.  

Jim Brozena spoke on the study the Army Corp of Engineers did in 2017 which came back with the Corp 
saying it was too expensive and there was no interest on a federal level to pursue flood protection for 
West Pittston. However in 2011 the town of Bloomsburg, which for years had a similar response from  
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14th ORDER - OLD BUSINESS (continued)  

the Corp of Engineers on flood protection, went and found different funding to construction a non-
federal flood protection project.   

15th ORDER – NEW BUSINESS 

On motion of Mr. Alfano, seconded by Mr.  Judge, to hire Patrolman Urbanski as a fulltime West Pittston 
Borough Patrolman, upon roll call of all members present, Mr. Alfano - yes, Mr. Bohn - no, Mr. Butera - 
no, Mr. Hood - no, Mr. Hosier - no, Mr. Judge - yes, President Quinn –no;    5 no 2 yes, motion failed.  

Mr. Judge wanted to recognize John Rohland, who will be leaving the West Pittston DPW to pursue his 
education, for the good job he did and good work ethics he showed while at the DPW. He also wanted 
to recognize Chief Turner and Officer DeMark for the quick response they had to a situation this 
morning on Elm St. involving a trailer that was a safety concern. 

Mr. Hosier commented on the police hiring by saying that it is not because Council does not want to hire 
another police officer; however we are in contract negotiations with the police department so therefore 
we are not hiring anyone at this time. 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, based on the rankings of the qualifications submitted for the Luzerne Avenue Improvements 
Project we approve the selection of Reilly Associates and authorize negotiations for an engineering 
agreement. No comments from public.  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, based on the rankings of the qualifications submitted for the Green Light Go Project we 
approve the selection of Borton Lawson and authorize negotiations for an engineering agreement. No 
comments from public.  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approve payment #2 to American Asphalt Paving Co. in the amount of $167,301.16 for the 
CDBG-DR Contract#3 Wyoming Avenue Improvements Project.  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, to approve for American Asphalt to proceed with change order #1, with no additional cost, for 
the CDBG-DR Contract #3 Wyoming Avenue Improvements Project.         
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15th ORDER – NEW BUSINESS (continued)  

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approve payment to American Asphalt for $11,250 for change order #2 for the CDBG-DR 
Contract #3 Wyoming Avenue Improvements Project.                 . 

On motion of Mr. Hosier, seconded by Mr.  Bohn, and by unanimous vote upon roll call of all members 
present, approve payment to American Asphalt for $3,400.00 for change order #3 for the CDBG-DR 
Contract #3 Wyoming Avenue Improvements Project. 

Mayor Blaskiewicz reported on a project that Wilkes Barre Leadership is doing which is putting decals on 
control panels by traffic lights. He contacted the president of that company and found out West Pittston 
was not included in this project however the control panel by Agolino’s will be done in August and we 
will incorporate the West Pittston Tomorrow tree symbol and ‘Welcome to West Pittston’ added on this 
control panel as well. In the future as the lights are upgraded in West Pittston the other control panels 
will be done. Also all the trees on Luzerne Ave will be mulched.  

16th ORDER – WEST PITTSTON TOMORROW 

West Pittston Tomorrow business was called for. None was given at this time.  

17th ORDER – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Chief Turner - asked Council to consider hiring Patrolman Urbanski as a full time officer pending on the 
police negotiations and he commented on the reason he feels Council is delaying hiring another fulltime 
officer. Also commented on current negotiations between police department and Council and he 
expressed concern about being retaliated against.  President Quinn replied that Urbanski was offered a 
32 hour position and he didn’t want it and you haven’t given us any other names to consider. President 
Quinn responded that we are trying to figure out a way to hire another officer at the most cost efficient 
way and Council has the best interest of the residents and police department in mind. 

Mr. Buturea explained we are in early negotiations with the police department we have nothing against 
Officer Urbanski we are trying to do what is best finically for the town.  

Chief Turner said he will fight for this town and his officers. We are down to 2 full time officers and we 
are under staffed. I do the schedule and have sent emails to Mayor and Council that we are 
understaffed and I am concerned. We have agreed to one of the three items being negotiated and 
maybe the town would like to know what the negotiation is over.    
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17th ORDER – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (continued)  

Resident - commented that if there is money in the budget for another fulltime officer why Council 
hasn’t hired someone. President Quinn responded we are looking at the financial stability of the town.      

Frank Colella, 312 Ford St. - commented Urbanski just got accepted into law school and he wants to stay 
in West Pittston as a police officer he feels he would be an asset to the borough.  

Officer John Urbanski - spoke about himself and his accomplishments and why he feels he should be 
hired as a full time officer. He said he ranked the highest of the three officers that took the Civil Service 
Test, he has the most years’ experience as an officer, and he is the only candidate with a college degree. 
President Quinn commented that it has nothing to do with you Mr. Urbanski Council is not ready to hire 
any more police officers at this time.  

President Quinn expressed again to Officer Urbanski that it has nothing to do with him personally it is a 
financial decision and police negotiations are ongoing.  

Resident Sammie Lynn, Linden St. - reported to Council and showed photos of a tree on Exeter and 
Linden Streets that is obstructing the view of folks when they are trying to pull out from that corner. It is 
a hazard and a safety issue. She explained that it is the foliage around the bottom of tree that is causing 
this problem. She has a letter regarding this issue to submit to whoever needs to see it. Mr. Hood said 
the DPW can take care of trimming around the tree.  

Ms. Rosemary Denesco, Salem St. - reported on another tree with foliage on bottom on Tunkhannock 
Ave. coming out of Boston Ave. and one on Salem and these trees are blocking the view of folks coming 
out of this intersection. All intersections in West Pittston should be addressed for this type of 
obstruction. She also commented on vehicles parked to close to corners making it hard to see to pull out 
of street. President Quinn said that is a police matter and she should call the police when she sees 
vehicles parked to close to corner.  

Mr. Lou Chaump - asked someone to explain the correspondence from Don’s Machine Shop requesting a 
no parking during certain hours sign on Elm Street near his business.  President Quinn said Council has 
had several similar requests from folks in town recently and traffic studies have to be done on each one 
and this is the process that is used before making this decision and granting the request for no parking 
signs at this location. Mr. Judge explained the request came from the difficulty trucks have turning on to 
this street.  Mr. Chaump then commented that he hopes the Police Chief, or anyone, is not retaliated 
against because he spoke up at Council meeting and supported hiring Mr. Urbanski full time. Mr. 
Buterau and President Quinn said there has never been retaliation against anyone from this Council. Mr. 
Champi next asked if a zoning meeting can be set up occasionally so folks in town that have zoning  
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17th ORDER – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (continued)  

questions have somewhere to go to have them addressed. President Quinn explained that by borough 
code Council is prevented to discuss or get involved in zoning matters and suggested he contact the 
Zoning Board Chairperson and ask for this type of meeting. Mr. Champi asked who the Zoning Officer 
answers to? President Quinn responded the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Bonito explained that the Zoning 
Heard Board only meets when there is business before them. If there is no business before them they 
have no reason to meet.  

Matthew Manginello, 609 Exeter Ave. - commented on the Don’s Machine Shops no parking request on 
Elm St. and he feels this is not necessary for this area of street to be blocked off from parking and that if 
approved possibly doing it for one time a month because trucks only deliver at that shop that 
infrequently. He added parking is difficult now on Elm St. the way it is, blocking spots would limit more 
parking for residents.  

Christopher                      - former police officer at West Pittston Borough current Police Chief of 
Wyoming, he commented on hiring Mr. Urbanski full time and how it would be a good decision because 
he has worked with him and he is a good officer.  

Lee Recopalrella, Susquehanna Ave. - thanked the West Pittston Police for all they do and expressed 
concern about public safety and asked Council to consider hiring Officer Urbanski fulltime.  

Bob Lutzi - commented on public safety and that Council should consider hiring Mr. Urbanski fulltime.  

Pete Sineri, 15 Montgomery Ave. - concerned about public safety and asked Attorney Bufalino is it a 
legal requirement that when in negations with police department Council cannot hire a police officer. 
Attorney Bufalino responded no.  

Marie English, 310 Susquehanna Ave. - expressed concern about public safety and asked Council to 
consider hiring Officer Urbanski fulltime.  

18th ORDER - ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Mr. Alfano, the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gloria Kijek, Secretary  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


